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“Know also, O prince, that in the selfsame days that the 
CIMMERIAN did stalk the HYBORIAN KINGDOMS, one of the 

few swords worthy to cross with his was that of RED SONJA, 
warrior-woman out of majestic HYRKANIA. Forced to flee 

her homeland because she spurned the advances 2 
of a king and slew him instead, she rode west : gem 
across the TURANIAN steppes and into the MI 
shadowed mists of legendry.” 9 


—THE NEMEDIAN 
CHRONICLES 


44 — 45 


based on the heroine ка 


P Robert E. 


writers 
MICHAEL AVON OEMING 
with MIKE CAREY 


art 
MEL RUBI 


letters 
RICHARD STARKINGS - 
Comicraft 


colors 
CAESAR RODRIGUEZ 
with RICHARD ISANOVE 
assisted by IMAGINARY 
FRIENDS STUDIOS 


editorial consultant 
LUKE LIEBERMAN 


cover artists 
Cover A. GABRIELE DELL’ OTTO 
Cover B- JOHN ROMITA SR. 
Cover C- MICHAEL WILLIAM KALUTA 
Cover D- MEL RUBI 
Cover E- NEAL ADAMS 


Special thanks to 
ARTHUR LIEBERMAN 
at Red Sonja Corporation 


DYNAMITE 


DYNAMITE ENTERTAINMENT 


NICK BARRUCCI PRESIDENT 

JUAN COLLADO CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER 
JOSEPH RYBANDT DIRECTOR OF MARKETING 
JOSH JOHNSON CREATIVE DIRECTOR 


RICH B. WENZKE GRAPHIC DESIGNER 


For Ad Sales, please contact Liz Fulda from Kunoichi Media 
Services at (312) 593-5194 or adsales@kunoichi.com. 


RED SONJA ©, Volume #1, Issue 43. First printing. 
Published by Dynamite Entertainment, 155 Ninth Avenue, 
Suite B, Runnemede, NJ 08078. RED SONJA® and related 
logos, characters, names, and distinctive likenesses thereof 
are trademarks of Red Sonja Corporation unless otherwise 
noted. All Rights Reserved. "Dynamite Entertainment" and 
the Dynamite Entertainment logo are trademarks of 
Dynamic Forces, Inc. The events and characters in this book 
are entirely fictional. Any similarity to persons living or 
dead is purely coincidental. No portion of this book may be 
reproduced by any means (digital or print) without the 
written permission of Dynamite Entertainment, except for 
review purposes. 


For information regarding promotions, licensing and 
advertising please e-mail: marketing@dynamicforces.com. 
Printed in Canada. 


SHE MUST HAVE 
WONDERED IF THIS 
WAS DEATH, 


ROTTING FLESH, 
COLD SKIN. WET... 


NO, NOT DEATH... 
OR AT LEAST, NOT 
HER OWN... 


PPED 
HER BREATH, 


SOME LIVING HELL, 
VISITED ON HER BY 
HER PEOPLE'S 
UNFORGIVING GODS, 


LIVE BURIAL, THE FATE OF 
TRAITORS AND KIN-SLAYERS, 


SHE COULD 
NOT REMEMBER 
BEING EITHER, 


SAFE WITH İl 


Y - I WONDER 
HOW YOU'LL EXPRESS 
YOUR GRATITUDE. 


I 
YOU NOW, ALBEIT 
IN DEATH. 


YOu V 
ARE MINE, | 


STILL, YOU < 
MIGHT HAVE РАКЕР 
WORSE. SOON THESE BODIES 
WILL BE RENDERED DOWN. 
MADE INTO INK FOR OUR | 


I WHISTLE, SCROLLS. 


AND YOU‏ קל 
MUST DANCE WHEN) Е LORD'S HOLY‏ [ 
dg Er‏ 


დის 


: M 


E'L 
KNOW THAT 
SOON ; 
ENOUGH. 


=== 


WITHOUT YOU, 
SONJA, OUR WORK 
COMES TO NOTHING, AND 


| | FOR THE RIGHT TIME GATHIA WILL ENDURE 
LAY HER 1 Й FOR YOUR RECOVERY, AS FOREVER. 


DOWN THERE, A LE А THE CELESTIAL HAS 
THEN LEAVE. ს MANY EYES. 

İN N EVEN NOW 

/ I FEAR HIS GAZE. 

4 / NOTHING ESCAPES 


ALL THAT NIGHT 1 SPOKE, || I SPOKE OF HER DESTINY 
HOPING SHE WOULD HEED MY WORDS, y AND HER NEED TO FULFILL IT. 
“ 


COME 
OUT NOW, 
SONJA. 


YOU SEE? 
–” I SPOKE THE TRUTH. 
Щ WE ARE IN DIRE NEED, 
AND ONLY YOU CAN 
HELP US. 


I THOUGHT ” - S] 
IT WAS I БЕ 
T FELT MYSELF ИЙ НО BROUGH 


T I 
YOU BACK FROM Па on Su 15 


Iu 
THE EDGE OF THE BLADE OF THE VAVEN, 
DEATH. „ THE ZEDDAS' GREAT IDOL. 

IT WAS A RUSE TO FEIGN 


YOUR DEATH. IT IS ALL 


THAT KEEPS 
₪ ALIVE... FOR 


IT'S TRUE THAT T HAVE 
USES FOR YOU -- BUT THEY'RE 


IT WILL FALTER SOON, 


— / 


UNLESS RETURNED 
TO ITS PLACE UPON 
THE IDOL, 


< 
DONE QUICKLY, 


a THE WOUND WILL HEAL. 


OTHERWISE -- 


IF THIS IS 
YOUR WAY OF 
BUYING MY LOINS, 
YOU'D BEST KNOW 
THEY'RE NOT 
FOR SALE. 


TOUCH ME, 

AND I'LL TAKE 
THIS KNIFE -- SACRED 
OR PROFANE -- 
AND HEW YOU INTO 
SLICES. 


A 
EUNUCH. I CAN 
SHOW YOU IF 
YOU LIKE. 


I'LL LIVE 
WITHOUT IT. 


NAUGHT TO DO WITH RUTTING. 
YOUR COMING WAS SEEN 
IN THE STARS. 


YOURS 
WILL BE THE 
HAND THAT ENDS |“ 


UN THE CELESTIAL 
О “რ. 


«WHILE HIS 
POWER GROWS.” 
T -- 


UNBELIEVERS 
WERE DRIVEN OUT T AY LORD! , 
TO BIDE THEIR TIME Т ВЕС “OUR 


FORGIVENESS! 


p FEAR NOT, 
17 PRIEST. MY MERCY 
| EXTENDS FROM 
AORIZON TO 
AORIZON, 


/ SHOULD have SEEN 
Fa'5 WEAKNESS. MY LOVE _ 
Em BLINDED Вид 1 Fa hap с 


Ое 17 if FACES, ВИС / have გ 
чес Fas ლს 이 THOUSAND -- EACh ONE 
fall spall BE Vem SET WITH MORE EYES 
YOUR RISE. YOU 35885 Than TAE NIGAT 
SñaLL BE MY NEW [Ed ñas STARS. 
AIGA PRIEST. 


TH--THANK \ 
YOU МҮ LORD. 


anp 
aLL MY EYES 
АВЕ OPEN, 


İ THE CELESTIAL PUT AN END 
TO THAT. PUT THE LAND UNDER 
ONE GOD. THIS IS WHY SO MANY 

TURNED TO HIM, WHY THEY 
> LOVE HIM, IN SPITE OF 
HIS CRUELTIES. 


NO, HE IS 
THEIR FIXED 
STAR. THEY 


I... I WAS A COWARD. 
GIVEN THE CHOICE TO SERVE 
OR DIE, I CHOSE LIFE AND LED 
THOSE WHO REFUSED TO 
~ THE FLAME. 


NO ATONEMENT 
= | FOR ALL T HAVE 


DONE OUT OF 
COWARDICE. 


UNDERSTAND -- BEFORE HE 
CAME, WE WARRED CONSTANTLY. 
YOU COULD COUNT ON BATTLE 
AS YOU COULD THE 
SEASONS. 


ү 
THEN I'M WITH 
YOU. TAKE ME TO 


| THIS IDOL. WHY WAIT | 
FOR DEATH WHEN 


m YOU CAN RUSH 
| מו‎ IT? 


"FIRST THE SACRED KNIFE MUST BE 
RETURNED, AND YOUR WOUND MADE WHOLE. 
THEN WE TAKE GATHIA.” 


A LONG TREK TO THE TEMPLE 
ON THE CLIFF FACE. BUT YOU'LL TAKE 
FOUR OF OUR FINEST WITH YOU.” 


G, SOL AND OSIN. 
THEM WITH YOUR LIFE, 


THE BARDS SAY YOU KILLED 
KING GHANNIF RATHER THAN BE 
QUEEN OF PAH-DISHAH? 


BARDS WILL 
SAY ANYTHING THAT 
RHYMES. 


A QUEEN PUSHES OUT WELL, I KNOW SOME 
BUT -- PRINCELINGS FOR THE ROYAL CITIES WHERE I COULD 
THE HONOR. HOUSE AND GOES ON HER HAVE THAT ARRANGED 
THE WEALTH! KNEES BEFORE THE KING AT 
TO TURN YOUR THE END OF EACH DAY. 4 
“ə cələr LİKE ANY OTHER 
WIFE - OR SLAVE, 
BUT WITH A CROWN 
ON HER HEAD. 


STILL, T 
THINK IT WOULD BE 


/ I 
LIKE HER 


ALREADY, 


WE FINISHED 
THIS DAM THE 
YEAR I TURNED 
FIFTEEN. 


Т — | FA AND THE RESISTERS, (2 
š MV МУ FAMILY SERVED 
5 THE CELESTIAL. 


=. 


mə. 

` 

ə + 5 DID THEY, 
99,2, NOW? 


GODS, WE DAMMED EVERY 
RIVER BETWEEN HERE AND 
STYGIA. DAMS RING THE 
LANDS OF GATHIA. 


HALF OF 
THESE STONES 
PROBABLY HAVE 
MY SWEAT ON 


NO ONE. WE SERVED OUT OF YOU'RE VERY 
FAITH. THOSE WHO BUILT WERE YOUNG TO 

HONORED IN GATHIA, AND ALL CONSIGN YOUR 
THEIR NEEDS WERE MET. FAMILY TO 


V^ WHY STOP THE GRAVE. 


SERVING IF YOU 
LOVED THE 


” MY PARENTS LOVE ^ 
ONLY THE CELESTIAL. THEY'VE 
FORGOTTEN THEY EVEN HAVE 
CHILDREN. BUT THEY'RE 
DEAD TO ME NOW. 


BUT SUCH IS 
THE WAY OF THE 
WORLD, IS IT 


HO 
MANY DIED FOR 
THIS THING? 


WE'LL HAVE P LET YOUR POOR | 


NAG REST, KANG. THIS 
TO LEAVE THE HORSES I$ THE FUN PART. THREE 


DAYS OF RIDING 
LEG ON THESE MIKA AND YM SICK OF fT 
| HIS HORSES! WE'VE 


HALF A MILE OR MORE 
YET BEFORE IT GETS 


I'LL WAGER YOU 25 - WHEN YOU'RE 
OUR BEST DAGGER THAT JE Е "uş DONE JOKING, 
YOU'LL TAKE THE FIRST ( ) YOU MIGHT POINT 

STUMBLE. ğu ү ; OUT THE PATH. 


YOU'RE ON, IT'S HARD 


i н FOR ME TO LAUGH 
PUPPY. BUT IF I EVI 4 WITH THIS KNIFE או‎ 
MY CHEST. 


WIN, WHAT DO 


AYE, IT LOOKS AS THE CLIFF FACE 
IF SOMEONE MISTOOK IS STEEP, BUT THE 
YOU FOR A CAPON -- TEMPLE'S NOT FAR 

NOW. AND IT'S 


--AND TRIED TO 
CARVE YOU. NEVER GUARDED. 


BEASTS 
REJECT YOUR 
WORD, 
MASTER. 


NOW IC 16 TIME FOR 
THEM СО BE CLEANSED BY IC. 


how Many TIMES MUST | 
LEND OUT MY panp IN PEACE, 


ONLY CO ваме TO RAISE IT ада | 
ВЕЕР MY WORDS. 


have SAVED THOSE 
FILTAY THINGS. 


| COULD 


J STARS IS STARTING 
© TO LOOK A LITTLE 
ა SPENT. 


| ACTU PNE 
| A ` À THE HERO N 
- ў | р FORETOLD IN THE 


Яка 


YES, IT'S 
SPEED THAT 
MATTERS. 


vá 


А, { cu, 
aas LET 


THE VAVEN, THE ZEDDA GOD OF 
WAR. IT TAKES LIFE AND GIVES BACK. 
BLOOD 15 BOTH ITS SUSTENANCE 
AND ITS BOUNTY. 


NO, I CAN 

DO IT MYSELF. 

HOLD ME UP, 
IKA, 


m 


DID YOU 
SAY FOUR 
HEARTBEATS? 
I WAS TOLD 
THREE. 


50 WHO 
AMONG US IS THE 
SWIFTEST? 


FA SAID TO 
RETURN THE BLADE 
WITHIN THE SPACE OF 
FOUR HEARTBEATS. 
OR ELSE -- 


BEST AIM 

FOR TWO, SONJA. 

CALM YOURSELF 
FIRST. 


2 
ZACK-HAKKKE, Y 
I SEE, 2НАКККЕ, 
YOU'RE RECOVERED/ 
>COUGHE 


Е: res X 


YOU USED THE 
BLADE TO SAVE ME -- 
AND WASTED PRECIOUS 
SECONDS. FORTUNATELY 
IT WAS FOUR 
HEARTBEATS, NOT 4 
THREE. / | 


BUT STILL YOU 
| ALMOST DIED. T -- 
DRESSED THE WOUND 
„> AS BEST І COULD, 


2 ს 
“Абы... Ab 


„ი - 
AL Ж 
.... Е | 
5 Aa 


DEAD. WE 
LOWERED OUR W 
GUARD BECAUSE | 
WE TRUSTED Ab 
SOLATH. 
BUT THE 
LORD WORMS HIS 
WAY INTO MANY | 
EARTS. 4 


TLL MAKE 

MY OWN VAY WB 
INTO HIS... WITH MP yÇ 
ს C0L0 STEEL. A 


NOT 
ОМА. . 
ГА 


I'VE NOT 
SEEN A DOWNPOUR 
LIKE THIS SINCE I 

WAS A CHILD/ 


k 


CONTINUED 
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